Imagine, Tom is in a room with five girls. One girl is talking to Tom.  You want to know who she is and ask a friend whether he knows this girl. The relative clause defines which of the five girls you mean.

You could say:

A girl is talking to Tom. Do you know the girl?
It would be easier with a relative clause: you put both pieces of information into one sentence. Start with the most important thing  – you want to know who the girl is.

Do you know the girl …

As your friend cannot know which girl you are talking about, you need to put in the additional information  – the girl is talking to Tom. Use „the girl“ only in the first part of the sentence, in the second part replace it with the relative pronoun (for people, use the relative pronoun „who“). So the final sentence is:

Do you know the girl who is talking to Tom?
Defining relative clauses are used in definitions.

A seaman is someone who works on a ship.

Relative Pronouns 


Level: lower intermediate 

	relative pronoun
	use
	example

	who
	subject or object pronoun for people
	I told you about the woman who lives next door.

	which
	subject or object pronoun for animals and things
	Do you see the cat which is lying on the roof?

	which
	referring to a whole sentence
	He couldn’t read which surprised me.

	whose
	possession for people animals and things
	Do you know the boy whose mother is a nurse?


Sometimes you want to give more information about the subject .

This is the shop in which I bought my bike.
→ This is the shop where I bought my bike.

	relative adverb
	meaning
	use
	example

	when
	in/on which
	refers to a time expression
	the day when we met him

	where
	in/at which
	refers to a place
	the place where we met him

	why
	for which
	refers to a reason
	the reason why we met him


English Exercises: Test Relative Pronouns
	) I talked to the girl [image: image1.wmf]

car had broken down in front of the shop.

	2) Mr Richards, [image: image2.wmf]

is a taxi driver, lives on the corner.

	3) We often visit our aunt in Norwich [image: image3.wmf]

is in East Anglia.

	4) This is the girl [image: image4.wmf]

comes from Spain.

	5) That's Peter, the boy [image: image5.wmf]

has just arrived at the airport.

	6) Thank you very much for your e-mail [image: image6.wmf]

was very interesting.

	7) The man, [image: image7.wmf]

father is a professor, forgot his umbrella.

	8) The children, [image: image8.wmf]

shouted in the street, are not from our school.

	9) The car, [image: image9.wmf]

driver is a young man, is from Ireland.

	10) What did you do with the money [image: image10.wmf]

your mother lent you?


1. This is the bank [image: image11.wmf]

was robbed yesterday. 

2. A boy [image: image12.wmf]

sister is in my class was in the bank at that time. 

3. The man [image: image13.wmf]

robbed the bank had two pistols. 

4. He wore a mask [image: image14.wmf]

made him look like Mickey Mouse. 

5. He came with a friend [image: image15.wmf]

waited outside in the car. 

6. The woman [image: image16.wmf]

gave him the money was young. 

7. The bag [image: image17.wmf]

contained the money was yellow. 

8. The people [image: image18.wmf]

were in the bank were very frightened. 

9. A man [image: image19.wmf]

mobile was ringing did not know what to do. 

10. A woman [image: image20.wmf]

daughter was crying tried to calm her. 

11. The car [image: image21.wmf]

the bank robbers escaped in was orange. 

12. The robber [image: image22.wmf]

mask was obviously too big didn't drive. 

13. The man [image: image23.wmf]

drove the car was nervous. 

14. He didn't wait at the traffic lights [image: image24.wmf]

were red. 

15. A police officer [image: image25.wmf]

car was parked at the next corner stopped and arrested them. 

Finish the following sentences.

1. _______ is the pupil who ___________________

2. Beer Sheva is the city ______________________

3. ___________________ which is why I failed the test.

4. My birthday is the day when _______________

5. I like the ________ which _____________________

1.  The books who / which I bought last week, are very interesting.

2.  Mr. Levi  who . which  works with my father, is about to 
retire.

3.  The house  whose / which walls are white, are very pretty.

4.  The baby  who/ whose  hair is brown, is my nephew.

5.  School is a place  which / where  we study.

6.  A mother is a person  who / whose  teaches us many things.



RELATIVE PRONOUNS
Use Who, Which Whom, Whose, Where, When, Why

1. The teacher asked me to tell him _________ I hadn’t gone to school on time.

2. I don’t like to go out with people ________ are always late.

3. The teacher _________ name is Mr. Cohen is an excellent lecturer.

4. I am looking for a special place ______ I can celebrate my son’s Bar Mitzvah.

5. I saw the man ______ shop burned down.

6. That is the city ______ I went to school. 

7.  Tell me about the politician _______ picture is in the newspaper.

8.  I remember the day _______ you joined the army.

9. The Dead Sea, ______ is full  of salt, is in Israel.

10. These are the people ________ we traveled with.

Combine these sentences using a relative pronoun.

1. We saw the art exhibition.  It received excellent reviews from the critics.

2. This is the music.   I have listened to it many times.

3. Here is a photograph of the hotel.  We stayed there for a long weekend.

4. Peter is going to marry a girl.  Her sister is in my class.

5. We invited a lot of people to the wedding.  All of them were friends or family.

6. Over 200 books were stolen from the library. Half of them have been returned.

7. Twenty students had to be tested.  Each of them prepared a different topic.

8. This is the date.  Your assignment has to be finished by then.

9. You can see many animals on safari in Kenya.  Some of them are dangerous.

10.  I tried on at least five different coats.  None of them suited me.

Fill in the blanks. 


The city of York ______ is situated in the north of England was founded by the Romans in 71AD.  It is a walled city containing the largest Gothic cathedral in Britain.  It took three years to complete the East Window _______ many small scenes together make up the largest medieval glass window in the world.
York has many other historic monuments, many of _______ are located within the walls of the city.  The Castle Museum ________ contains a reconstructed Victorian street is a place ________ visitors can enter typical Victorian shops.  Visitors to York can also join a haunted walk, the aim of ________ is to show tourists some of the ‘ghostly’ spots of the city.  Across from the Castle Museum stands the ruined York Castle, part of _______ is Clifford’s Tower, a grim reminder of the worst anti-semitic outbreak in English history.  Christian merchants _______ owed great sums of money to Jewish bankers, decided to cancel their debts by killing them.  The bankers, ______ fled with other Jews, used the tower as a refuge.  Rather than face death, 150 Jews committed collective suicide.  Some say that since then, no Jew has lived inside the city walls of York, a fact _____ has never been verified.
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